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8-20-2021 Council Communications Topics:
 

·         Urban Dreams MOU Amendment
·         Fire Department OSHA Investigation
·         Citizen Review Board Meeting
·         Water Treatment & Drought Conditions
·         Iowa Economic Development Authority and DOT
·         SW Side Road Improvements
·         Flood Control Master Plan Update
·         COVID-19

 

Urban Dreams MOU Amendment
On Tuesday's City Council agenda is an amendment to the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
with Urban Dreams. The Amendment provides additional programming by Urban Dreams specific to
the local student population and additional funding by the City $60,000, which was included in the
FY22 budget.  After completing a successful Summer Youth Employment Program this Summer, the
City of Cedar Rapids, Cedar Rapids Community School District, and Urban Dream are piloting a year-
round program in the next year that provides support to Cedar Rapids high school students
interested in a well-supported first job opportunity.  This pilot program also includes advocacy with
local employers that have openings suitable for this population, networking and mentoring
opportunities and soft-skills professional coursework. A particular focus will be placed on
underserved and underrepresented student populations, and partnerships with local non-profits to
provide a bridge to employment for the students they serve. 

Fire Department OSHA Investigation
The Fire Department met with Iowa OSHA investigators on June 22, 2021, who received an
anonymous complaint, allegedly from a Fire Department employee, concerning the events of a fire

on February 7, 2021 at the Westdale Court Apartments, 3919 20th Avenue SW, in which two
firefighters sustained serious injuries.  OSHA has completed their investigation and the Fire
Department has received written correspondence from the Iowa OSHA Administrator indicating
inspectors found no violations of the Iowa Occupational Safety and Health standards related to the
incident.  Investigators interviewed several persons related to the incident.  A fire department union
representative and the City’s Safety Coordinator were present for the initial meeting with
investigators.  The Fire Department fully cooperated with investigators and provided data and access
for investigators to interview firefighters who were involved in the incident. 

Citizen Review Board Meeting
The second Citizen Review Board meeting was held on Thursday, August 19.  The Citizen Review
Board was provided an overview of training topics offered by the National Association for Civilian
Oversight of Law Enforcement (NACOLE), reviewed and adopted Citizen Review Board By-laws, and
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discussed training dates with both NACOLE and the Police Department.  Police Chief Wayne Jerman
provided information about the Police Department’s complaint procedure and provided traffic
citation data by race and gender, as well as arrests and use of force categorized by race and gender. 
The next Citizen Review Board meeting is scheduled for Thursday, September 16 from 5-7 p.m. in
the Green Square Conference Room at the City Services Center.

Water Treatment & Drought Conditions
Average daily water consumption has returned to more typical late summer levels following a period
of higher demand this summer. Customers set an all-time record for water pumped in one day on
Wednesday, June 16, 2021 when 53.731 million gallons of water were pumped from our plants. The
previous record high was 53.688 million gallons on July 25, 2012. The plants have a firm capacity to
treat 60 million gallons per day. Water storage tanks located throughout the community help to
balance the load during peak usage hours and are replenished overnight. With many residential
lawns going dormant in response to dry conditions, we are seeing lower water use for lawn
watering. As summer reaches its end, fewer pools are being filled and topped off. Water division
staff continue to monitor the ongoing drought and water supply. Our pumping capacity held steady
during the period of peak demand. We do not anticipate the need for drought-related water
restrictions at this time.

Iowa Economic Development Authority and DOT
Yesterday I led a meeting, joined by Public Works staff, with representatives of the Iowa Department
of Transportation and Iowa Economic Development Authority to show our support for the I-380 and
Wright Brothers Boulevard SW Interchange Project. The project would support the significant
increases in traffic volume and development we are seeing on the city’s SW side. Other project
supporters who attended include representatives from the Eastern Iowa Airport, Alliant Energy,
Kirkwood Community College, Skogman Companies, CRST International, GLD Commercial, Hunter
Companies, and Lil’ Drug Store Products. The City has conducted an in-depth traffic analysis that
confirms additional capacity is needed for this area, as we continue to see strong development
interest and growth. Next steps include preliminary engineering and environmental review work. At
the conclusion of yesterday's meeting, the DOT indicated that they have been and will continue to
expedite the project development schedule and expect to see it in the five-year program when it is
updated next July.  If the new federal infrastructure bill is passed as proposed, construction of the
interchange could be accelerated to begin sometime in FY2024.

SW Side Road Improvements
A variety of improvements are underway on the SW side, between 76th Avenue and Wright Brothers
Blvd. This includes City improvements taking place on 6th Street SW, College Community School
District improvements on Kirkwood Blvd SW, and Linn County improvements on C Street SW.
 

·         Starting on Monday, August 23, 6th Street SW will be closed between 76th Avenue to
Wright Brothers Blvd (the intersection of 6th Street and 76th Avenue will remain open).
Improvements include pavement reconstruction and a roundabout, sidewalk and trail
improvements, and transit stops. This project is to improve access to the new BAE facility.

·         On Kirkwood Blvd SW, the College Community School District is leading the construction of a
new roundabout at Woodstone Lane SW. This intersection will serve as the main entrance to
a new 5th/6th grade school district building. The school district and its consultant are taking



the lead on construction administration.
·         On C Street SW, Linn County is working on culvert replacement. While 6th Street and

Kirkwood Boulevard will be closed the duration of the summer and fall, the work on C Street
will wrap up sometime next week.

 
Staff has met with the College Community School District regarding the detour routes, and will
monitor traffic flow as the school year kicks off.

Flood Control Master Plan Update
On the August 24 consent agenda is an item to update the Flood Control System Master Plan. These
changes were previewed with the Flood Control Council Committee on August 5. Updates to the
plan include: amending the design in the northwest neighborhood to include a levee trail system,
and amendments related to the 8th Avenue Bridge and Festival Grounds (which includes an elevated
bridge and pump station, wrapped in a community amenity / gathering space). While these projects
are already mentioned in the Master Plan, the amendments will add details and outline more
specifically the flood control components.

COVID-19
We were recently informed of a Police Department employee testing positive for COVID-19. The
employee last worked on 8/5, with symptoms beginning on 8/18. There were no close contacts
identified. As cases in Linn County have increased, the City continues to require mask use within city-
owned buildings and vehicles when interacting with co-workers and the public, and/or physical
distancing cannot be maintained. We also encourage employees to receive the COVID-19 vaccine, as
a proven measure to prevent serious illness from the coronavirus.

 


